
 

 

MINUTES OF LYA BOARD MEETING  
January 9, 2022 
Virtual Meeting 

 
Attendance:   

Board members present– Executive: Executive: McSherry, Brutto, Gardner, D’Orazio Other: 
Owsik, Gately, Pirich, K Ryan, Merritt, Hamilton, Pusey, Phillips, Miller, C Allen, Wheeler, Roth, 
Gange, Esposito 

Absent:  Spallone 
Others Present:  Laughlin – Executive Director, Laura Menzel 
 

I. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
 
II. Approval of minutes from November 2021 board meeting 

 
K Ryan motioned to approve, Owsik 2nd the motion.  Board unanimously ap-

proved.  
 
III. Treasurer’s Report 

 
Financial reports were presented to the board.   The board had no questions 
about the reports.  Brutto motioned to approved financial reports.  Hamilton 2nd 
the motion.  The board unanimously approved. 
 

IV. Presidents Report – Spallone: 
 
Nothing to report 
 
 

V. Sports/Operations Report – Gardner 
 

• Baseball – Spring 2022 registration is now open and numbers look good.  
Winter program is almost full and will be starting soon.  The baseball commit-
tee meetings will be held shortly. 

• Lightning – Winter sessions are starting soon.  A couple players from the 18U 
team have committed to playing in college. 

• Softball - Spring 2022 registration is now open.  The winter program is filling 
up. 

• Boys Lacrosse – Registration was delayed as LYA was establishing a border 
with West Bradford.  Downingtown East residents will play LYA and Downing-
town West residents will play West Bradford. 

• Girls Lacrosse – Registration is open.  Girls lacrosse is looking for turf.  
Laughlin will request turf from DASD for the desired dates. 

• Track & Field – Roth is planning on having a track season this year.   
• Recreational Soccer – Nothing to report   
• Travel soccer – LSC teams are starting their winter sessions. 



 

 

• Field Hockey – LYA had great turnout last year.  Field hockey will look into 
turf options next year. 

• Basketball – The season is going well, but COVID-19 has posed a challenge 
due to the increase of positivity rates.    

 
VI. Administrative Report 
 

D’Orazio held a fall field cleaning in November.  It was a very small turnout, but they 
were able to clean up 3 fields.  D’Orazio fixed the doors on fields B and J sheds.  He has 
also been working on the concession stand fixing some things and getting rid of some 
large trash. 
 

VII. Old Business 
 

1. COVID-19 Updates – McSherry indicated that he met with the township and 
they are hoping to have an updated COVID-19 protocol agreement finished 
by the start of spring sports. 

 
 
IX.  New Business 

  
1. Travel Soccer Budget Approval – Doug Pusey presented the travel soccer 

budget.  Player fees include club shared costs and then team specific costs.  
Doug motioned to approve.  Wheeler 2nd motion.  Board unanimously ap-
proved. 

 
2.  Senior Legion Budget Approval – Merritt proposed the senior legion budget 

for one legion team who is hoping to use the DEHS Varsity field.  He budg-
eted for paid coaches. He proposed a breakeven number.  Merrit indicated 
that legion will need a sponsor for the shortfall in the budget for the season.  
Merritt, motioned to approve budget, Owsik 2nd the motion.  During the dis-
cussion Gardner asked if paid coaches are allowed in this program.  Merritt 
will look into that.  Herb will make the financial decisions for this team – not 
the coach. Pusey indicated that as long as the check request process is be-
ing followed, there should not be an issue with finances.  Board unanimously 
approved. 

 
3. LYA store logo approval – Gange proposed adding a new softball logo to the 

store on the LYA website.  C Allen concerned that the logo says “Lionville 
Softball” and not Little League Softball.  He worried that it may be confused 
with the travel program.  Board suggested adding Little League to the softball 
logo.  Gange will resubmit with “Little League” added and the board will do an 
email vote. 



 

 

4. Alumni spotlight facebook post – Gange would like to put a message on 
LYA’s Facebook page asking for information about any LYA alumni news.  
Laughlin will reach out the social media coordinator volunteers about social 
media in general and about this in particular. 

 
5.  Annual LYA celebration – Gange suggested having an annual gala similar to 

other little leagues. Erin will reach out to Brad Phillips from the scholarship 
committee and then put together a proposal.  Scholarship committee indi-
cated that they put something like this on hold due to COVID-19. 

 
6.  Concession Stand Questions – The concession stand was cleaned.  Gange 

looking to purchase a chest freezer – exec board can approve $1500 so once 
she chooses one, the executive board can approve the purchase.  Gange is 
looking for a representative to be concession stand manager.  Gange would 
like to explore using Venmo to accept payments, but further discussion and 
research is needed.  Discussion about requiring parents to work the conces-
sion stand was had, but no decisions were made. A suggestion was made 
about having DEHS students help for their volunteer hours. 

 
7.  Celtic Roots proposal – Merritt put forth a motion with a proposal for Field E 

to be 50/70 convertible. Owsik 2nd the motion.  During the discussion, ques-
tion about whether DASD uses the field came up. Field E is an Lya specific 
field, no schools use it.  The goal to be done by the start of the season.  This 
is safety related and can save money on diamond dust. Condition is primary 
concern but the conversion ($5k more) would be an additional improvement.  
This improvement would give Junior Hillcats more field usage.  The drainage 
would significantly improve.  A member asked if there is a policy that we need 
more than one quote.  Historically for field maintenance we have not had 
more than quote. In comparison, the Foster Field conversion was $10k less 
than this proposed quote.   Board unanimously approved the motion. 

 
8.  Opening Day/Picture Day dates – Board identified April 9th as our Opening 

Day.  Laughlin will work with commissioners to see what the Picture Day op-
tions are. 

 
9.  Softball Commissioner Questions  

 
a.  Esposito asked if during spring clean up we can have an outgrown 

equipment swap or donate to a charity. K Ryan indicated that due to 
liability, we cannot.  

b.  Esposito asked if we can get on the fields before April 1st.  Unfortu-
nately, the township will not allow this so that the fields can be rested 
fully.  Esposito can rent turf if needed. 

c.  Esposito asked about a multiple child discount.  While LYA would en-
tertain this, the technology doesn’t support this option.  It would only 
support it if a family has multiple children in the same sport, not if they 



 

 

the children play multiple sports within the same season.  Laughlin did 
indicate that we can manually offer a discount for need.   

d.  Esposito would like to make some changes to the website.  Laughlin 
can see about what is technically available. 

IX.  Adjourn  

 Gardner motioned to adjourn, McSherry 2nd motion.  The board unanimously approved. 


